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 open dlscxphnary »
process to public
A state senator fihbustered Tuesday,,_

trying to derail a bill tt

. supporters say
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“The more the public can see of the
o SRR Ciade SNt 5.
said Dr.
glocamhlanﬁvCounty, vetwhochaxrsthesc
ﬁbﬁmpmmedmgs Hefavom

Hﬂlebtﬂmthadisuphnmysys- :
tem for veterinarians would be as open as
that of S.C.

IntheSC.leylwodd,ifanmvesuga-
tmndeee:rmmes&ntaanzenseomplnmt
against a lawyer is serious and has merit, |
the attorney is given 30 days to respond. ' |
Then the complaint and response are made
public and a public hearing is held, said
S.C. Bar executive director Robert Wells.

Under the current law, however, vet-
erinarians enjoy a cloak of secrecy. Al their
disciplinary hearings are secret, even those

mvolvmzvetsthhuhxstotyoﬂnlhngand '

mutilating many :
“’l‘hxssecrecyallowsbadvetstooon—
tinue negligent practices because it pre-

- vents the public from finding out which.

veterinanans have valid complaint histo-
ries,” said Marcia Rosenberg, a Mount
Pleasant homemaker.

Three years ago, Rosenberg’s pet kit-
ten, Pumpkm,"wasnuuredmabotched
Opemtlon by Wom vet Dr. Stan-
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ley Gorlitsky. When Rosenberg
investigated, she learned Gorlit-

" sky had a history of bungling op-

erations. Some of the complaints
against Gorlitsky had been kept
secret by the S.C. Board of Vet-
erinary e # 2 /4

“We are talking about only
one pereent or less of all licensed
veterinarians,” said Rosenberg.
“This bill only targets that very
small minority of vets who have

.something to fear.”
In 2002, the Board of Veteri--

nary Examiners ed Rosen-
enks

license for‘a year) :

Since then, Rosenberg has

worked with veterinaridn groups
on the bill now before the Sen-
ate; 7o

The bill Verdin is trying to kill
is backed by the S.C. Association
of Veterinarians, the S.C. Board
of Veterinary Examiners and Rep.
Tom Dantzler, R-Berkeley, the
only veterinarian in the General
Assembly.

- “I totally support this,” said
Dantzler, adding that secrecy
“looks bad for my profession.”

Dantzler stressed only valid
complaints against vets would be
made public. Any complaint
made would have to go through
a three-step process before being
made public, he said:
® An initial investigation by a
trained investigator
mA review by a special panel of
veterinarians, a vet nurse and a
consumer representative
® A finding by the eight-member
board, seven of whom are veteri-
narians, that the complaint has
merit

Schumpert said the public has
a right to know what is happen-
ing with a serious complaint.

More openness-also will teach
the public how complex veteri-
nary work can be, he said. “I re-
ally think it would do a lot to help
people understand that there is
more than one side to a com-
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VETERINARY REG

In hlS Senate speech, Verdin
criticized the proposed special
panel that would help determine
whether a complaint is valid. He
said the special panel represented
a “whole new body” of regulation.

. The public is best served byf‘,
keeping complaints secret, Verdin'

said. “The best way to protect the
pubhc is to protect the profes-
sion.”

Verdin said public airing of
complaints could cause pet own-
ers to leave one vet’s practice and
flock to another. He also said air-
ing complaints may cause vets to.
take expenswe unnecessary
steps.

“The more that you tilt the
regulatory playing field against
the conscientious practitioner, the.
more he’s going-to be forced .-
to cover his costs and fees that
he charges your constituents. We
are talking about an escalation of

Verdin said he wasn’t agamst
most other reforms in the bill.
These reforms include requir-
ing newly graduated veterinari- |
ans to spend 60 days with an ex-
perienced vet before starting their
own practice. There i isno “mtem
requirement now. ey
The bill alreadfl has passedf |
the House and Senate once. A
technicality has put it before the
Senate a second time. If the Sen- |

~ ate approves it within the next

two days, it will go to Gov. Mnrk
Sanford.
But Verdin’s fihbuster coull'

lktllthebll}

Rosenberg said, “The only
ones to fear it are the bad vets.”
- Dantzler said openness and
“higher standards shouldn’t b.
fought. »
“This will make our profession
stronger and better. It brings our

prm mto the modern age.”




